[Assistance: the handiwork and art].
The problems of assistance are still not the subject of comprehensive discussion, at the same time perfection of assistance is an important link of surgery perfection. Questionnaires containing 120 basic questions were sent to 120 surgeons of the country; 73 representatives of academic and practical surgery responded. Analysis of answers and recommendations, which were not always unambiguous, allowed the problem to be considered in a wider aspect and a rich collective and individual experience to be critically comprehended. Optimization of the activity of assistants, their skilled handiwork, and the skill in teaching and learning surgery in the interest of a sick person are dwelt on.